
 
 
 
Dear Prospective Adoptive Family: 
 
We are thrilled that you are considering Christian Adoption Services, Inc. to provide the 
services needed to build your family through adoption! The CAS staff is happy to assist 
you as you explore your options. Enclosed is the information that you need to proceed 
with the adoption process. CAS is a private, nonprofit organization whose primary 
purpose is to avail homeless, abandoned, and otherwise needy children, the opportunity 
of having a stable Christian home environment. 
 
In addition to the Application for Domestic Adoption, you will find various forms and 
statements which will be needed for us to include in a file to be opened in your name 
upon the agency's receipt of the application.  
 
We look forward to the possibility of partnering with you as you begin your adoption 
journey. Please feel free to contact CAS at 704-847-0038 or cas@christianadopt.org, with 
any questions or concerns that may arise as you review this mailing. Our staff is eager to 
assist you and we welcome your calls and emails!  
 
 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
      Doris Woodward, BSW 
      Social Work Supervisor 

mailto:cas@christianadopt.org




 
 
 


AUTHORIZATION FOR RELEASE OF CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION 
 
(to be forwarded to the local agency which provided or is providing your direct services) 
 
 
 
We hereby authorize                            


Name of Direct Services Agency 


to provide notarized copies of our adoption home study, home study update(s), and 


postplacement reports, whichever are applicable, to Christian Adoption Services, Inc. 


 


We understand that this authorization is limited to the exchange of information stated 


above and that both agencies will respect the confidential nature of such information and 


will use it only in their cooperative service to us. 


 


Signatures:  


   


 Address:  


   


Date:   


 
 


 








                      Answers to Difficult Questions 


Many times people are faced with very difficult questions, and this agency’s clients are no exception. Below 


are examples of the questions that we see and hear over and over again. Hopefully you will find our answers 


helpful in dealing with hurtful or unexpected questions. 


 


 
 
Questions or Statements Made to Adoptees 
 


Did your real parents give you up because they didn't want you? 


"My birthparents made a loving choice to make an adoption plan for me because at that time, they were not 


able to be parents. They wanted me to be safe from harm and give me the best life possible. Actually, I'm 


quite lucky. I have a birthfamily that loves me so much they decided to give me a great life, and I have an 


adoptive family that loves me so much, too."  


 


Do you know who your real parents are? 


"My 'real parents' are the parents who adopted me and raised me. They were there for me when I was sick, 


when I learned to ride my bike, and when I struggled with math in school. They are my mom and dad. I think 


what you really mean to ask is do I know who my birthparents are. No, I do not know who my birthparents 


are, but if I ever decided to find out more about them, the agency that helped plan my adoption will be happy 


to help me. This is a very personal decision for me." 


 


or if you do have a relationship with your birthparents... "Yes, I do know who my birthmother and 


birthfather are, and they are wonderful people. They gave me the opportunity to have a stable life and a two-


parent family and I am very thankful for that." 


 


Why don't you look like your parents? 


"I have a lot of the physical traits of my birthparents, but the parents you are referring to are my adoptive 


parents. It doesn't matter to me that I don't look like my adoptive parents. Besides, I have talents from my 


birthparents that I have brought into my adoptive family, and that is much more important than the way I 


look." 


 


 


 
 
Questions or Statements Made to Adoptive Parents 


 


Why adopt internationally? There are child here in our own country that need homes. 


"There are thousands of children all over the world that need good homes. I decided to adopt internationally 


because domestic adoption did not fit my needs, and I had a particular connection to another culture."  







 


Older children have a lot of baggage. 


"Older children who have been in the foster care system have typically been victims of neglect or abuse. 


Many have experienced life situations and losses that have affected their emotional well-being. However, 


children tend to be resilient and often adjust very well after being placed in a stable, nurturing family 


environment." 


 


"Children who have experienced more trauma are likely to need professional counseling services. We have 


family members participate in family counseling with our child and find this to be a helpful support. Although 


progress is sometimes slow, my child is making great gains and parenting them is rewarding in special 


ways. The agency also helped us assess our skills and characteristics to determine if we will be able to meet 


our child's needs and if the child would fit appropriately into our family." 


 


Aren't you afraid the birthparents will take your baby away? 


"Legally, once the birthparents surrender their parental rights and an order is entered terminating those 


rights, they cannot 'come back' and reclaim their child. It is just as important to realize that birthparents make 


an adoption plan and face the loss connected with it because they want what is best for their child. They 


don't want to disrupt the child's life once they are placed with a family. The desire to do what is best for their 


child doesn't end. And, contrary to some people's fears, open adoption does not increase the chance that a 


birthparent would want to reclaim their child. In an open adoption, birthparents have the ability to see for 


themselves how their child is growing and thriving and know that they made a good plan that is in the best 


interest of their child."  


 


Open adoption? When the child gets older, it will just cause confusion. Won't you feel like you're not 


the real parents, or you are co-parenting? 


"Every parent must believe that they are entitled to be a parent to their child, regardless of whether it is a 


biological or adopted child. And, every adoptive parent must accept the reality that there is another set of 


biological parents for their child. That reality does not change our relationship with our adopted child. We are 


the parents who are there every day, whom the child knows as mom and dad. As far as a child being 


confused, children are probably more confused by not knowing parts of their history. Children are 


remarkably able to understand, for example, the complex relationships of blended families. A child growing 


up with a custodial step-parent knows that they have another biological parent and they aren't confused 


about who is who. Why do we think that children would be confused about a biological and adoptive parent? 


Children understand who is parenting them, who loves them and who is there with them every day. They 


also can understand that they have another biological parent who loves them and is not in competition with 


their parents." 


 


Why would you want to adopt if you can have kids of your own? 


"We are motivated to adopt because we believe we have parenting skills and other gifts that can make a 


dramatic difference for a child in need of a family. We have a strong belief that children should grow up in 


permanent, loving families, and feel a moral commitment to help with the problem of orphaned children in a 







personal way. Adoption will provide all of our family members with an experience of growth and 


understanding as new relationships grow." 


 


You're infertile? Then just adopt. 


 


How much did they cost? 


"They didn't cost anything. Like any child, they are a gift from God. There were fees for services to the 


agency, just like their are fees to doctors and hospitals with a biological child, but they were not bought."  


 


Adopting a child of another race would be too hard on the child. He/She will feel alienated and 


confused when growing up. 


"We have a very successful and rewarding transracial adoption experience. We truly value diversity. In 


addition to the adjustments our child and other family members made in joining together as a new family, 


there have been challenges involved for all regarding learning about and adjusting to cultural differences. 


Before we adopted, we made sure that we were educated about our child's ethnic background, and made 


sure our prospective adopted child did not have strong feelings about living with us because we were a 


different race. We also felt it was important that the child's race and cultural background was honored within 


our family. We also have many friends of different ethnicities, and this helps our child to be aware of many 


different cultural issues so he/she does not feel alienated." 


 


What if the birthparents didn't tell you everything and your child has health problems later on? 


"With adoption, this child becomes your child, just as if he or she had been born to you. If there are health 


problems later on, we will deal with them just as we would any health problems that a biological child would 


develop. The agency always works to gather all of the available medical history and information and, if other 


information becomes available later, will always forward it on. But, there is a risk that any child can develop 


health problems, whether biological or adopted, and parents deal with them in the same way. 


 


You can't have a bond with an adopted child like you do you biological child. 


"Actually, the experience of adopting a child is certainly different than giving birth to a child, but we have 


strong bonds with both our adoptive and biological children. The special situations, adjustments, and 


emotional investments we have put into our adopted child has helped strengthen the bond between us. 


Adoption is a lifelong process, and we know there will be peaks and valleys; however, many family and 


friends have incredible and endless stories of the joy that adoptive relationships have added to their lives!" 


 


 


 
Questions or Statements Made to Birthparents 


 


I can’t imagine “giving up” my baby. 


"By making an adoption plan, I am saying that I love my baby enough to do what I think is best for him/her. It 


is about planning and what is best for the child. While it is very difficult and is a tremendous loss for me, I 







view it as giving my child a better life than I can give him/her right now. It is about what is best for their child, 


it is not about me. And, with open adoption, the ability to see my child, to know he/she is doing well, is very 


reassuring." 


 


Birthmothers need to take responsibility for their actions and raise their child themselves. Adoption 


is the easy way out.  


"There is nothing easy about making an adoption plan, just like there are no easy solutions to an unplanned, 


untimely pregnancy. Adoption is the way for me, when I am not ready to parent, to be responsible and plan 


for the future. Instead of being the easy way out, adoption planning puts the needs of my child first - 


something that every good parent does."  


 


What happens if you get married someday and you’ve given up your child for adoption? 


"Many moms who have made adoption plans go on to marry later and have other children. Having made an 


adoption plan doesn't mean that they are never able to parent but just that they were not able to parent at 


the time the child needed a parent. And, getting married and having other children does not erase the fact 


that there is birthchild who is being raised in an adoptive home." 


 


What if someday you regret "giving up" your baby? 


"A large part of the pregnancy counseling process is to prepare me and let me explore all of my options so I 


can make a fully informed decision about what is best for my child. I need to make the decision so that I can 


'own' it later, at different stages in my life. And it is important for me to keep in perspective why I made that 


decision at that point in my life. All of this prepares me to minimize the chance of regrets. 


 


No one is going to want your child because he/she is older. 


"Every child is adoptable, from every race, to every age. Many families want to adopt an older child so that 


their children are close in age so they can play together. Some parents are older and would like to have 


older children."  


 


Your child will grow up thinking that you didn't want him/her. 


"I made the decision to make an adoption plan out of love. I can write letters to my child and explain why I 


made this decision. I can also meet the adoptive parents so they can understand why I made the decision. 


And, with openness in adoption and some level of ongoing contact, I can assure my child of my love through 


my actions as well as words, and be available to answer questions that might arise when he/she gets older.  


 


 
Remember:  


• You don't have to share anything with anyone if you don't want to. You can simply say "That 


is a personal issue that I don't want to talk about."  


• Your answer will most likely depend on your mood. Just remember that most people need to 


be educated on the topic of adoption. Do your best to get rid of the stereotypes!  








APPLICATION FOR DOMESTIC ADOPTION
for Applicants Residing Outside of North Carolina


The information in this application for Christian Adoption Services, Inc. to prepare a home study in support of the applicant's
adoption of a child/children will be held confidential and will not be released to anyone not involved in the adoption process.


Legal Name
Last First Middle


First Name by Which
You Prefer To Be


Called


Adoptive Father


Adoptive Mother


Address:
 Number and Name of Street Address


 City County State Zip Code    


Home Phone (        )                             EMAIL:                                         


His Work (        )                             FAX #: (        )                             CELL: (         )


Her Work (        )                             FAX #: (        )                             CELL: (         )


Date of present marriage: Place: 


Previous marriages: 


Adoptive Father Adoptive Mother


Date of birth: 


Place of birth: 


Religion and church presently attend:


SSN: 


CHILDREN


Name: 


Birth date: 


Adopted/biological: 


At home? (Yes/No): 


Other persons living at home? 


Adopting from? (Domestic or International. State country, if international) 


Do you have a current application pending with another agency? If so, please state agency name and the results of the application. 


Applicant's direct services agency, address, phone number, and contact person: 


Has either parent ever been convicted or a criminal offense or does either parent have a history of substance abuse, sexual or child abuse, or


domestic violence, even if it did not result in an arrest or conviction?  If yes, please provide an explanation on a separate page.


 







Number of brothers and sisters  (Adoptive Father) 


Number of brothers and sisters  (Adoptive Mother) 


Military Service 


Own or rent home 


EDUCATION School Dates Major/Minor Degree


Adoptive Father 


Adoptive Mother 


EMPLOYMENT (Last 5 years)


Employer and Address Position Salary Reason Left


Adoptive Father 


Adoptive Mother 


ACTIVITIES YOU ENJOY


Adoptive Father 


Adoptive Mother 


ORGANIZATIONS WHICH YOU BELONG TO


Adoptive Father 


Adoptive Mother 


Has any applicant ever been arrested, charged, or fined? 


If yes, explain 







ADOPTION EXPENSES


How do you plan to cover the cost of the adoption expenses? 


Please list all states as well as any foreign countries in which you have lived since the age of 18.


Adoptive Father:


Adoptive Mother  


To enable CAS to become more effective in sharing its program services with other prospective adoptive


parents, please state how you first became aware of this agency.                                                      


We hereby attest that we understand and uphold the agency's Eligibility Requirements which have been
submitted to and reviewed by us.


We hereby certify that the information included in this application is true and correct to the best of our
knowledge and belief.  We understand that false information or the withholding of requested information will be
justification for CAS to deny us adoption services.


Adoptive Father's Signature Date Adoptive Mother's Signature Date








 


 


 


Christian Adoption Services 


Statement of Faith 
 


 


We believe the Bible is the only inspired, inerrant, and authoritative Word of God. 


 


We believe in one God, creator of Heaven and Earth, who is existent in three persons: 


Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 


 


We believe our Lord Jesus Christ is God’s only Son who was born of a virgin; lived a 


sinless life, and was crucified, died and buried. We believe in Christ’s bodily resurrection 


and ascension to the right hand of the Father where he rules as the Head of the Church. 


We believe in the second coming of Christ in power and glory. 


 


We believe forgiveness of our sins was assured through the death of Jesus Christ, our 


Lord and Savior. 


 


We believe the body of Christ is the Church and through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit 


Christians are enabled to live a godly life.  


 


 


 


 


 


SPECIAL NOTE: Your signature on the CAS Adoption Services Agreement indicates 


your agreement with the above Statement of Faith. 








CONSENT FORM 
 
 
Christian Adoption Services, Inc. (CAS) has never supplied its mailing list to families or persons 
not associated with CAS, nor will it do so without having obtained your prior consent.  CAS’s 
sole intent is to share information of common interest to other CAS families. 
 
We authorize Christian Adoption Services to use family photos, video footage and/or 
testimonials generated through placement or at CAS functions to be used for the promotion o 
adoptions and heightening public awareness about CAS. 
 


 Yes ❏  No ❏ 
 
We give our consent to have our referral, placement, and notice of finalization included in the 
agency's newsletter, OUTREACH. 
 Yes ❏  No ❏ 


We give would be willing to be a reference and be contacted by families that are inquiring about 
CAS’s services. 
 Yes ❏  No ❏ 


 
Comments:  
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 
 
To enable CAS to become more effective in sharing its program services with other prospective 
adoptive parents, please state how you first became aware of this agency.  
 
  
 
 
Adoptive Father's Signature                     Date                                  Adoptive Mother's Signature                           Date
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 CHRISTIAN ADOPTION SERVICES, INC. 
 Eligibility Requirements for Adoptions 
 
Following are the basic requirements necessary for approval of an application for the adoption of a child through Christian Adoption 
Services, Inc. (CAS):   
 
1. Married and single applicants must be at least 25 years of age.  For the adoption of children from North Carolina, CAS does have 


some limitations on the number of applicants age 40 and above at the time of application.  Most of the international adoption 
programs have maximum age limits which are generally 45 or no more than a 45-year age difference between the parents and the 
age of the child.   


 
2. Couples are to have been married for at least 2 years. 
 
3. Applicants must have established a stable lifestyle and demonstrate that they are able to support and care for a child. 
 
4. Applicants are to have sufficient income to support their existing family and the child they wish to adopt. 
 
5. There must be a settled conviction on the part of each adoptive applicant that he or she wishes to adopt. 
 
6. Applicants are to have good physical health with reasonable expectancy that the good health will continue throughout the minority 


years of the child.   
 
7. Good mental and emotional health is required.   
 
8. There will be sufficient space in the home for the child. 
 
9. Applicants must state plans for child care if parents will be working. 
 
10. Applicants must not have a criminal record inclusive of major offenses or pattern of such offenses or any criminal matters that have 


not been satisfactorily resolved. Each applicant’s criminal history will be evaluated on a case-by-case basis. 
 
11. With few exceptions, CAS works with families residing anywhere in the United States.  Those living in North Carolina must be 


legal residents of North Carolina. 
 
12. Applicants with CAS must be believers in the basic Christian tenets as listed in the Apostles' Creed which follows: 


 
I believe in God, The Father Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth; 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son. our Lord: 
Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost; Born 
Of the Virgin Mary: 
Suffered under Pontius Pilate; Was crucified, 
Died and buried; 
He descended into hell


*
; The third day, He rose 


again From the dead; 
He ascended into Heaven. 
And sitteth on the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty; 
From thence, He shall come to judge the quick 
And the dead.   
 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; 
The holy catholic church (universal church); 
The communion of the Saints; 
The forgiveness of sins: the Resurrection of 
The body; and the Life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
  


*
Hades i.e., the grave 


 
 
 
Because the eligibility requirements of international programs are developed in response to their social welfare policies, CAS is committed to accept those 


policies and to screen prospective adoptive applicants to insure that they do meet any such differences which may exist between the above requirements and 


those of the foreign country. 








 


 Fin Data DOM  Sept 2007 


 FINANCIAL DATA 
 
 
 
CURRENT INCOME PER MONTH   ( N E T ) 
 Salary (Adoptive Father)  $                        
 Salary (Adoptive Mother)  $                        
 Other (specify)                                + $                        


  TOTAL   NET   INCOME PER MONTH = $                        


EXPENSES PER MONTH 
 Home Mortgage or Rent - Monthly Payment $                        
 Second Mortgage, if applicable $                        
 Auto Loan     $                      
 Other Loan    $                        
 Credit Cards    $                        
 Utilities    $                        
 Food (including meals out) $                        
 Misc. (e.g. clothing, recreation, pets, other)  $                                             
 Charitable Contributions  + $                        


  TOTAL MONTHLY EXPENSES = $                        


ASSETS       


 Market Value of Home  $                         
 Other Real Estate    $                         
 Life Insurance (CASH VALUE not policy or face value) $                         
 Automobile(s)    $                         
 Stocks/Bonds    $                         
 Checking Account (Bank)                            $                         
 Savings Account (Bank)                            $                         
 Personal                           $                         
 Other (specify)                          + $                         


 TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS = $                                                                   


LIABILITIES AND DEBT 
 Mortgage -  Balance Outstanding  $                        
 Credit Card Balance(s)  $                        
 Loan Balance(s)                             $                        
 Other (specify)                          + $                        


  TOTAL LIABILITIES/DEBT = $                        








 


  July 2010 


Organizations for Financial Adoption Assistance 
 


Name Description Information 


Abba Fund Interest free loans www.abbafund.org 


888.775.3422 


julie@abbafund.org 


Sophie’s Foundation Grants if working with 


accredited agency 


www.sophiesfoundation.org 


China Care Foundation 


 


Grants, loans and medical 


assistance for China 


adoptions 


www.chinacare.org 


203.861.6395 


National Adoption 


Foundation 


Grants from $400 to $4,000 


Loans also available 


www.nafadopt.org 


203.791.3801 


Gift of Adoption Fund Grants for adoption 


completion 


$2,000 to $5,000 


www.giftofadoption.org 


877.905.2367 


The Lydia Fund Grants for overseas fees and 


expenses (Christian married 


couples only) 


www.lydiafund.org 


612.338.7653 ext. 345 


A Child Waits Foundation Low cost loans for adoption 


completion – maximum of 


$10,000 


www.achildwaits.org 


866.999.2445 


Love Knows No Borders Assists singles/couples  


Send self-addressed 


envelope with 2 stamps for 


info 


(no web site) 


PO Box 350 


Monroe, Connecticut 06468 


Cadman Foundation Fundraising and grants 


(Christian married couples 


only) 


www.cadmanfoundation.org 


877.223.6268 


Caroline’s Promise Married Christian couples in 


NC 


www.carolinespromise4u.org 


336.993.9046 


A Child’s Desire Grants for special needs and 


over age 8 


www.achildsdesire.org 


318.354.1229 


Ava’s Hope Married couples adopting 


internationally 


www.avashope.org 


 


Founding Family Grants for domestic & 


international adoptions 


www.foundingfamily.org 


615.620.4372 


God’s Grace Adoption 


Ministry 


Grants for Christian married 


couples earning less than 


$60,000 


www.ggam.org 


Home for Good Foundation Free Christian based 


fundraising materials 


www.hfgf.org 


I Care Foundation Financial assistance for 


international adoptions 


www.intlcare.org 


Kingdom Kids Adoption Grants and fundraising info www.kingdomkidsadoption.org 



http://www.abbafund.org/

http://www.chinacare.org/

http://www.nafadopt.org/

http://www.giftofadoption.org/

http://www.lydiafund.org/

http://www.achildwaits.org/

http://www.cadmanfoundation.org/

http://www.carolinespromise4u.org/

http://www.achildsdesire.org/

http://www.avashope.org/

http://www.foundingfamily.org/
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Ministries 


LifeSong for Orphans Matching grants and loans 


for Christian families 


www.lifesongfororphans.org 


Show Hope Grants for Christian families 


only 


www.showhope.org 


615.550.5600 


Shepherd’s Crook 


Ministries 


Fundraising assistance to 


families adopting waiting 


child 


www.theshepherdscrook.org 


Seas of Faces Foundation Grants to Christian married 


family adopting from 


developing country 


www.seaoffaces.org 


The Hucke Foundation Grants for specific 


international children 


www.huckefoundation.org 


 
Christian Adoption Services, Inc. is not affiliated with nor endorses any of these organizations. These resources are 


provided as a starting point for prospective adoptive families when seeking financial assistance 


 


 


 


 


Employer Assistance 
Many businesses provide adoption benefits to their employees that may include paid leave 


or personal days, unpaid leave, medical expenses of the birth mother, seminars, classes, or 


counseling before and after placement. It is also becoming more common for companies to 


offer financial assistance (some up to $10,000!!), to defray the cost of adoption. Check with 


your employer to determine what benefits may apply. 


 


 


Adoption Tax  Credit 
A significant federal adoption tax credit may be available for many families; however families 


should consult a tax professional for details regarding this alternative. For specific information on 


this tax credit, contact the Internal Revenue Service at www.irs.ustreas.gov or 1-800-829-3676. 


IRS publications 8839 Instructions and Form Form 8839 – Qualified Adoption Expenses, are 


downloadable from the link above.  


 


A state adoption tax credit also may be available. For information on the North Carolina 


adoption tax credit refer to the North Carolina Department of Revenue web site for more 


information.  
 


 


Military Subsidies 
The military normally reimburses active duty personnel for one-time adoption expenses up 


to $2000.00.  The reimbursement applies to the adoption of an international child or a 


domestic infant or waiting child. Reimbursable fees include adoption related fees including 


placement fees, fees for birth parent counseling, legal fees and court costs, and medical 


expenses, including hospital expenses. Reimbursement is made only after the adoption is 


finalized and only if the adoption was done through a state adoption agency or a non-profit 


private agency. 



http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i8839.pdf

http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f8839.pdf

http://www.dor.state.nc.us/taxes/individual/adoption.html






DOMESTIC ADOPTIONS 
INDIVIDUALIZED SERVICE PLAN FOR ADOPTIVE FAMILY AND CHILD 


(Minority Placements With Out of State Families) 
 
 


Family Name:______________________________ 
 
 


SERVICE SERVICE PROVIDED BY: TIMELINE 
Acknowledgement of Formal Application CAS Staff Within 14 days of 


receipt of application 
CAS Review of Home Study/Acceptance into 
Domestic Program 


Gretchen Goers Within 14 days of 
receipt of home study 


Addition of adoptive family to CAS website   CAS Within 7 days of 
receipt of information 
from adoptive family 


Adoptive Family Training    Direct Service Agency 
or CAS 


Prior to Placement 


Supportive Services prior to Placement Gretchen Goers Ongoing until 
placement 


Review of Postplacement Reports and 
Postplacement Questionnaires 


Social Work Supervisor Within 14 days of 
receipt of each 
supervisory report 


Apply for Adoption Assistance (if applicable) Vonnie Bishop  
Release of Legal Documents to initiate 
Finalization Process 


Vonnie Bishop Varies by type of case 


   
Other Specific Services Needed:   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
 
 
 
 
 
____________________________________________                  _______________________ 
Family                                                                                     Date 
 
____________________________________________                  _______________________ 
Family        Date 
 
 
___________________________________________            ________________________ 
Agency Representative      Date 








DOMESTIC ADOPTIONS 
INDIVIDUALIZED SERVICE PLAN FOR ADOPTIVE FAMILY AND CHILD 


(Minority Placements With Out of State Families) 
 
 


Family Name:______________________________ 
 
 


SERVICE SERVICE PROVIDED BY: TIMELINE 
Acknowledgement of Formal Application CAS Staff Within 14 days of 


receipt of application 
CAS Review of Home Study/Acceptance into 
Domestic Program 


Gretchen Goers Within 14 days of 
receipt of home study 


Addition of adoptive family to CAS website   CAS Within 7 days of 
receipt of information 
from adoptive family 


Adoptive Family Training    Direct Service Agency 
or CAS 


Prior to Placement 


Supportive Services prior to Placement Gretchen Goers Ongoing until 
placement 


Review of Postplacement Reports and 
Postplacement Questionnaires 


Social Work Supervisor Within 14 days of 
receipt of each 
supervisory report 


Apply for Adoption Assistance (if applicable) Vonnie Bishop  
Release of Legal Documents to initiate 
Finalization Process 


Vonnie Bishop Varies by type of case 


   
Other Specific Services Needed:   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
 
 
 
 
 
____________________________________________                  _______________________ 
Family                                                                                     Date 
 
____________________________________________                  _______________________ 
Family        Date 
 
 
___________________________________________            ________________________ 
Agency Representative      Date 
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QUESTIONS FOR PRELIMINARY APPLICANTS 
 
Please respond to the following issues: 


1. On a separate sheet, please write a joint statement expressing your motivation for adopting and how this child will fit into your life.  
Summarize what provisions you made for your child, what you can give your child, and what the child will give to you. 


2. What are your extended family's feelings about your adoption plan? 


 


 


 


 


3. What are your attitudes toward child rearing and discipline? Please describe your discipline philosophy including how you would 
discipline a toddler versus a school aged child. 


 


 


 


 


4. What are your preferences for the child you are seeking to adopt regarding 


sex of child? 


 age of child? 


  


5. What are your expectations of the child you plan to adopt? 


 


 


6. What are the most significant attributes which you believe you have to offer a child? 


 


 


7. What are your feelings toward women/men who are releasing a child for adoption? 


 


 


8. To what degree are you open to communicate with or to meet with birth parents? [Note that beginning November 1, 2001, if the 
birth parents and adoptive parents are in mutual agreement, they may choose an open adoption where both parties know one 
another’s identity.] 


(A) prior to placement?  


 (B) during placement?  


 (C) after your adoption is finalized?  


 (D) closed adoption?   


 (E) open adoption? 
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9. In general, in North Carolina, birth parents currently have 7 days, from the relinquishment of their child, to change their minds and 
receive the child back.  This 7-day revocation period is referred to as the “Legal Risk” period.  Are you open to a child being 
placed before the legal risk period has ended? * The majority of children placed in North Carolina are direct placements due to the 
wishes of the birth mother/birth father. 


 


 


10. What plans do you have to rear your child in the Christian faith? 
 
 
 
 
 
11. Please give a descriptive statement of your personality, strengths, and weaknesses individually for the adoptive father and the 


adoptive mother. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
12. Do you smoke or drink alcoholic beverages?  If so, to what degree? 
 
 
 
 
13. Do you have a history of substance abuse, sexual or child abuse, or domestic violence?  If so, explain in detail. 
 
 
 
 
14. Your possible acceptance of children of various ethnicity? (Out of State residents MUST be accepting of a child with African 


American heritage.) 
     YES    NO  YES NO 
 
 African American               African American/Caucasian                                                ___             
    African American/Asian                                                       ___        
    African American/Hispanic                                                  ___                  
    African American/American Indian*                                   ___        
     
       
 Other (comment): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 *  Are you a registered American Indian/Native American?  If so, please state with which tribe? 


(Only those adoptive parents with registered Native American ancestry can adopt a child with Native American ancestry from a 
registered tribe.) 








Christian Adoption Services, Inc. 


Adoption Services Agreement 


 


This Adoption Services Agreement is made and entered into by and between Christian Adoption 


Services, Inc., a non-profit child-placement agency licensed in the State of North Carolina, 


hereinafter sometimes referred as (“CAS”) and the undersigned applicant, hereinafter sometimes 


referred to as “Family”. 


 


WHEREAS, CAS provides adoption services to families who are seeking to adopt a child; and, 


 


WHEREAS, Family signed an Application requesting that CAS provide Adoption Services and 


CAS is desirous of providing adoption services to the family under the terms hereinafter set out; 


and, 


 


WHEREAS, the parties desire that the adoption services to be performed and the terms and 


conditions for performing said services be fully set forth in a written agreement signed by each 


of the parties.  For fee structure of services, refer to the Fees and Expenses section of the 


Domestic Fact Sheet.  


 


NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the premises and the terms, conditions and covenants 


hereinafter set out, it is agreed by and between the parties as follows; 


 


Christian Adoption Services, Inc. agrees to provide an adoption homestudy assessment and post 


placement supervision as outlined in the inquiry packet and in full accordance with the laws of 


the state of North Carolina, licensing regulations and our policy and procedure manual. 


 


Adoption Services Fee Structure 


Family agrees to pay CAS for adoption services in accordance with CAS’s fee schedule in effect 


at the time services are rendered.  Family understands that when their file is closed for any 


reason any subsequent services will be billed at the current fee.  


 


Family agrees to pay all fees for adoption services in full at the time or times that the same 


become due and payable as set out in the fee schedule.  CAS will have no obligation to provide 


any services that are not paid for in accordance with the fee schedule. 


 


Home Study & Post Placement Supervision 


Family agrees to provide in a prompt and timely manner, all documents and information 


requested from time to time by CAS.  If family fails to provide any documents or information 


then CAS may send Family a written letter identifying the documents or information required 


and advising Family that the adoption services will be terminated if Family does not provide the 


documents or information within the time deadline specified in the letter.  If Family then refuses 


or neglects to provide the documents or information within the time granted in the letter, this 


Adoption Services Agreement shall terminate and CAS shall have no further obligation to 


provide a Home Study or any other adoption services to Family.  All fees paid to CAS shall be 


deemed to have been earned by CAS and family shall not be entitled to any refund.  Any unpaid 


fees, costs or expenses shall immediately become due and payable and shall be paid to CAS. 







Family agrees that the following provisions shall apply to home study and post placement 


supervision services provided by CAS and to the finalization of the adoption. 


1. Family acknowledges, understands and agrees that CAS cannot and does not under any 


circumstances guarantee in advance that family will be approved by CAS or that CAS 


will recommend that a child be placed with or assigned to family. 


2. Family understands and agrees that the home study fee is 100% non-refundable once 


paid. 


3. A home study must be performed and a written home study report prepared before a child 


can be placed with family.  The home study must be updated if necessary, prior to 


placement.  The family agrees to pay for any required home study updates and provide 


requested documentation.  If the home study expires the agency reserves the right to 


disengage services or require a new home study be completed at the current fee. 


4. Family understands and agrees that recommendation and approval of placement of a child 


with family cannot be guaranteed when the home study is updated.  


5. Family understands and agrees that CAS will not forward the home study to the court, to 


family or to family’s attorney for the purpose of finalization until all post placement 


supervision requirements have been completed. 


6. Family understands and agrees that CAS has the right and obligation to withdraw or 


change its approval or recommendation set out in the home study for events or actions 


which comes to the attention of CAS.  Approvals or recommendations will be changed in 


the best interest of the child based upon information which comes to the attention of CAS 


after the home study is initially completed or refusal to cooperate with CAS’s adoption or 


post placement supervision requirements, criminal or legal action concerning the 


adoptive family, mental health issues of family or for any other matters which CAS 


determines will have a material impact of the best interests of the child. Before 


processing continues, CAS may require additional documentation, clearance, 


clarification, explanation or counseling as CAS in its professional opinion deems 


necessary or advisable, refusal to reasonably comply may result in termination of 


adoption proceedings or such other actions as may be necessary or advisable to protect 


the best interests of the minor child. 


7. Family further acknowledges that the approval and recommendation of family for the 


placement of a child involves may different considerations, including, but not limited to 


the physical and mental health of the child and of the family and the motivation 


readiness, suitability and financial ability of the family and the family’s preparedness to 


parent a child with a different racial, cultural, or socioeconomic background.  If any of 


these factors should change or if any other factor should change that CAS in its 


professional judgment considers being material in the placement of a child with Family, 


then it will be necessary to update the home study to take such factors into consideration. 


8. CAS requires Post Placement Supervision for all families that have a child placed with 


the family.  Family agrees to abide by the requirements of CAS, the state of North 


Carolina, and the county from which the child is placed for post placement supervision 


and will cooperate fully with post placement supervision requirements, including but not 


limited to: 


a. Immediately informing CAS when placement of a child occurs with the 


family;  







b. Having the child examined by a licensed physician at least once during the 


six (6) month post placement time period; 


  c. Arranging for at least two (2) post placement visits by CAS; and, 


  d. Provide CAS with all required medical reports, documents, information,  


post placement reports, photos, and all other documents or information 


reasonably required by CAS during the post placement period. 


Family understands and agrees that some foreign countries, other states, judges or other 


governmental agencies may require additional post placement visits or services, 


additional doctor visits, additional medical reports and other documentation and reports. 


In such event, family agrees to arrange for and pay for the same. 


9. Upon satisfactory completion of the post placement supervision requirements, CAS          


agrees to forward the written post placement report with any updates to other networking 


agencies, state and federal offices, family’s attorney and to any applicable foreign 


country or other appropriate place for the purpose of finalization of the adoption, as 


applicable.  


10. Family agrees to file a petition of adoption and to finalize the adoption in the North 


Carolina or other applicable court at the earliest allowable date and family agrees to send 


a copy of the final adoption decree to CAS upon entry of the adoption decree by the 


court. 


 


Assumption of Risks 


Family understands that there is risk in any adoption and that CAS in performing adoption 


services or any other services does not make any guarantees, concerning any aspect of the 


adoption process.  Family understands that the completion of this Adoption Services Agreement 


does not assure the placement of a child with family nor does it assure a successful outcome and 


family assumes all such risks. 


 


Every family adopting, especially from a foreign country, must understand the medical risks 


involved.  While all information made available to CAS is given to the Family, there continues to 


be a risk of the following, but not limited to: undetected health problems, no immunizations, 


immunizations with expired serums or lack of receipt of the series, no Hepatitis B, TB, or HIV 


blood tests (or inaccuracies thereof), age and size discrepancies, malnutrition, unknown family 


background and social history, change of child’s health and no additional medical information 


following initial referral.  Many medical tests for young children are unreliable at best; some 


tests may have a built in time-delay factor or exhibit a false-negative or false-positive response; 


and the medical and/or social status of the child is based upon available information.  Further 


complicating this issue is the problematic state of the various countries’ medical systems, in 


terms of both technical proficiency and education. Because of the wide variance and disparity 


throughout the world, the accuracy of medical diagnosis can be neither guaranteed nor 


discounted in anyway.  Family understands that the family’s child could possibly arrive with 


undiagnosed physical, emotional and/or developmental problems. 


 


Informational Inaccuracies 


In some adoptions, another entity or government authority may be providing the child’s referral 


information.  Such child referral entity may furnish to Family medical and social information. 


CAS may also furnish to family medical and social information (provided by entity) about an 







adoptive placement.  When such information is provided, however, CAS does not guarantee the 


completeness or the accuracy of the information.  Family assumes all such risks. 


 


Other Risks 


In an international adoption, typically, a child is matched with a family by the foreign 


government or the networking entity working in a particular country. All information received by 


CAS regarding the child’s eligibility for international placement is immediately given to the 


waiting family or comes directly to the family from the other entity.   In some instances, the 


referral may be lost or withdrawn prior to the placement, due to a change or decline of health of 


the child, death of the child, changing government laws or removal of the child from the 


orphanage by the government or extended birth family.  In most cases the child matched or 


assigned to family will be the family’s child, but it is important to understand the risks and 


family agrees to assume such risks. 


 


Release of Liability 


Family hereby releases CAS and its directors, officers, employees and agents from all liability 


and all responsibility regarding the risks assumed by Family as above set out including the risk 


of an unsuccessful outcome of the adoption proceedings, all legal risks, all medical and social 


risks, all risks of informational inaccuracies and all other risks of any kind or nature.  Family 


hereby releases CAS and its directors, officers, employees and agents from any claim or claims 


arising out of the actions, inaction, errors or omissions committed by other organizations or 


entities involved in the family’s adoption process.   


 


Waiver of claims 


Family hereby waives any and all claims, which family may have now or have in the future 


against CAS and its directors, officers, employees and agents.  Family agrees to hold harmless 


CAS and it’s above described directors, officers and employees against any claims known or 


unknown, now existing or which exist in the future, which may arise out of this Adoption 


Services Agreement or the receipt of services from, or adoption through CAS. 


 


Christian Adoption Services, Inc. Independent from other Agents 


 Family understands that CAS is a licensed, child-placing organization.  The services provided 


by CAS are independent from the services of other child placement and referral agencies or 


organizations.  Additionally child referral agencies utilize foreign country entities, which may be 


independent and separate, both from Christian Adoption Services, Inc. and any other entity 


referenced herein are each acting independently, on behalf of family and each acts independently 


of the other, each as an agent for family. Family agrees in good faith, in advance, that all actions 


taken by each of the entities referenced herein shall be deemed to be taken at the request of 


family and with family’s authorization. 


 


Disruption/Dissolution of Adoptive Placement 


It is the right of any child in a disruption situation to receive full protection and services and to 


be deemed as the primary client by CAS and Family. 


 


Upon finalization of an adoption the adoptive child acquires all the rights, privileges and 


immunities of a child born to Family and Family has all the responsibilities, legal obligations and 







duties to the child the same as though the child were born to the Family in childbirth. Family 


understands that in most international adoptions, finalization of the adoption occurs in the 


foreign country and all of the legal rights and duties of parent and child are created before 


leaving the foreign country. 


 


In situations where the adoption has not been finalized CAS will attempt to assist the family in 


arranging for supportive services to the child and family, and in those cases where it is in the best 


interest of the minor child, CAS will assist in locating and arranging for a new adoptive 


placement when possible.  The agency or government authority holding legal custody of the 


child will be notified immediately by CAS.  The agency or authority holding legal custody of the 


child will have full authority over the child to remove, place or return the child to their previous 


orphanage. 


 


In either case, Family is responsible and shall assume full responsibility for any such services 


and for placement of the child, promptly paying or arranging for payment of all expenses 


incurred meeting the child’s needs as well as placing the child in another adoptive home, or in 


foster care, and in following the requirements of the local state and foreign country regarding the 


care and disposition of the child. 


 


While CAS will assist Family and child(ren) through this time, it is understood that CAS will not 


take physical or legal custody of the child(ren) and future placement may weigh heavily on the 


family, exactly as it would if this were a biological child(ren). Family assumes all risks and 


financial and emotional obligations in the event of a disruption. 


 


Travel Time/Expenses Estimates 


Estimates for length of travel and stay in a foreign country or another state and estimates of costs 


and expenses when given by CAS are given to the best of CAS’s understanding based on 


previous experience.  Travel time can be extended for a number of reasons such as strikes in the 


foreign governments, illness and schedules of government employees such as judges and social 


workers, holidays, requirements  imposed by the courts, etc.  The number of trips could be 


increased due to the foregoing or other unanticipated conditions.  A Family’s financial resources 


should be sufficient to cover additional trips and extended stays if necessary.  Family 


acknowledges that CAS is not responsible for any travel expenses of family and family assumes 


all risks and expenses of travel. 


 


Clients Financial Responsibility 


Family understands that all adoption expenses and all other expenses of any kind or nature 


incurred by Family or in Family’s behalf are the responsibility of the Fmaily and not the 


responsibility of CAS. 


 


Accuracy of Information Provided by Family and CAS 


CAS’s commitment is to disclose all information that the agency has, as acquired, allowing you 


to make the most informed decision possible. CAS will try to obtain as much information as 


possibly but you should understand that the information available to us may be very limited, 


incomplete or erroneous. 


 







  


Family states that all information and data heretofore provided by Family and all information to 


be provided during all aspects of the performance of this Adoption Service Agreement are and 


will be true, accurate, and complete to the best of the knowledge of each member of the Family.  


Withholding criminal or mental health information or providing false information to CAS 


representatives may result in immediate termination of services. 


 


Disclosure of Information 


Family grants CAS permission to disclose to third parties such information provided by Family 


as CAS deems necessary for the performance of services to Family; and further grants as a 


release, waiver and indemnification, permission to third parties to disclose to CAS such 


information provided by Family to such third parties, as CAS deems necessary for the 


performance of its adoption services.  Family agrees to sign the CAS Release of Information 


form or similar disclosure form to be used in connection with disclosures of information by and 


to CAS. 


 


Authorization to Release Adoption Documents 


Family authorizes CAS to release home study, supporting documents, dossier documents, post 


placement reports, profiles or any other document, to USA and Foreign government offices, 


other child placing agencies or attorneys charged with assisting in the completion of the 


adoption, including US Immigration and Citizenship Service, ICPC, or any other official needing 


the aforementioned to complete or supervise the adoption. 


 


Confidentiality 


Clients’ files are kept strictly confidential except when information is provided to referral 


agencies, foreign countries, and courts, to federal, state and local government agencies and as 


otherwise set out in this Adoption Service Agreement. CAS will keep client files and information 


confidential except as required by law.  


 


Termination of Agreement 


CAS has the right to terminate the adoption services for cause at any time, based upon CAS’s 


processional assessment. In the event such termination by CAS, all fees then payable to CAS for 


services rendered and expenses incurred on Family’s behalf shall be promptly paid in full.  The 


Family has the right to terminate the adoption services at any time; however, CAS will make no 


refunds of any fees or expenses of any kind or nature incurred by Family. 


 


Entire Agreement/Merger 


This agreement constitutes the entire Adoption Services Agreement between the parties, and 


there are no representations, warranties or commitments except as set forth herein.  This 


Agreement supplements, merges and supersedes all prior or contemporaneous agreements, 


understandings, negotiations and discussions, whether written or oral, of the parties hereto, 


relating to the transactions contemplated by this Adoption Services Agreement. 


 


 


 


 







 


Waiver/ Subsequent enforcement 


The failure to either party to enforce any provision of this agreement shall not be construed as a 


waiver or limitation of that party’s right to subsequently enforce and compel strict compliance 


with every provision of this agreement. 


 


No Non Party Beneficiary 


None of the provisions of this agreement are intended to nor shall be construed to, confer upon or 


to give any person other than the parties hereto, or their heirs, successors or assigns, any rights or 


remedies under, or by reason of this agreement. 


 


Modifications 


This agreement may be supplemented, modified or amended, if the supplement, modification or 


amendment is made in writing, dated, and is signed by all parties. 


 


North Carolina Law Applies to Agreement 


This agreement and any addenda, or further terms essential to the performance of this agreement 


are made and shall be performed and construed under the laws of the state of North Carolina. 


 


Applications with Other Agencies 


By signing this document, the family agrees to work exclusively with Christian Adoption 


Services, Inc. for adoption services. Should the family choose to pursue adoption with another 


agency this agreement can be terminated at any time by submitting a written request to Christian 


Adoption Services requesting their CAS file be closed. Failure to comply with this policy will 


result in the termination of the CAS Service Agreement.  


 


 


 


__________________________________             _______________________________ 


Adoptive Mother                              Date  Adoptive Father                          Date 


 


 
__________________________________ 


Agency Representative                   Date 








Christian Adoption Services, Inc. 


Adoption Services Agreement 


 


This Adoption Services Agreement is made and entered into by and between Christian Adoption 


Services, Inc., a non-profit child-placement agency licensed in the State of North Carolina, 


hereinafter sometimes referred as (“CAS”) and the undersigned applicant, hereinafter sometimes 


referred to as “Family”. 


 


WHEREAS, CAS provides adoption services to families who are seeking to adopt a child; and, 


 


WHEREAS, Family signed an Application requesting that CAS provide Adoption Services and 


CAS is desirous of providing adoption services to the family under the terms hereinafter set out; 


and, 


 


WHEREAS, the parties desire that the adoption services to be performed and the terms and 


conditions for performing said services be fully set forth in a written agreement signed by each 


of the parties.  For fee structure of services, refer to the Fees and Expenses section of the 


Domestic Fact Sheet.  


 


NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the premises and the terms, conditions and covenants 


hereinafter set out, it is agreed by and between the parties as follows; 


 


Christian Adoption Services, Inc. agrees to provide an adoption homestudy assessment and post 


placement supervision as outlined in the inquiry packet and in full accordance with the laws of 


the state of North Carolina, licensing regulations and our policy and procedure manual. 


 


Adoption Services Fee Structure 


Family agrees to pay CAS for adoption services in accordance with CAS’s fee schedule in effect 


at the time services are rendered.  Family understands that when their file is closed for any 


reason any subsequent services will be billed at the current fee.  


 


Family agrees to pay all fees for adoption services in full at the time or times that the same 


become due and payable as set out in the fee schedule.  CAS will have no obligation to provide 


any services that are not paid for in accordance with the fee schedule. 


 


Home Study & Post Placement Supervision 


Family agrees to provide in a prompt and timely manner, all documents and information 


requested from time to time by CAS.  If family fails to provide any documents or information 


then CAS may send Family a written letter identifying the documents or information required 


and advising Family that the adoption services will be terminated if Family does not provide the 


documents or information within the time deadline specified in the letter.  If Family then refuses 


or neglects to provide the documents or information within the time granted in the letter, this 


Adoption Services Agreement shall terminate and CAS shall have no further obligation to 


provide a Home Study or any other adoption services to Family.  All fees paid to CAS shall be 


deemed to have been earned by CAS and family shall not be entitled to any refund.  Any unpaid 


fees, costs or expenses shall immediately become due and payable and shall be paid to CAS. 







Family agrees that the following provisions shall apply to home study and post placement 


supervision services provided by CAS and to the finalization of the adoption. 


1. Family acknowledges, understands and agrees that CAS cannot and does not under any 


circumstances guarantee in advance that family will be approved by CAS or that CAS 


will recommend that a child be placed with or assigned to family. 


2. Family understands and agrees that the home study fee is 100% non-refundable once 


paid. 


3. A home study must be performed and a written home study report prepared before a child 


can be placed with family.  The home study must be updated if necessary, prior to 


placement.  The family agrees to pay for any required home study updates and provide 


requested documentation.  If the home study expires the agency reserves the right to 


disengage services or require a new home study be completed at the current fee. 


4. Family understands and agrees that recommendation and approval of placement of a child 


with family cannot be guaranteed when the home study is updated.  


5. Family understands and agrees that CAS will not forward the home study to the court, to 


family or to family’s attorney for the purpose of finalization until all post placement 


supervision requirements have been completed. 


6. Family understands and agrees that CAS has the right and obligation to withdraw or 


change its approval or recommendation set out in the home study for events or actions 


which comes to the attention of CAS.  Approvals or recommendations will be changed in 


the best interest of the child based upon information which comes to the attention of CAS 


after the home study is initially completed or refusal to cooperate with CAS’s adoption or 


post placement supervision requirements, criminal or legal action concerning the 


adoptive family, mental health issues of family or for any other matters which CAS 


determines will have a material impact of the best interests of the child. Before 


processing continues, CAS may require additional documentation, clearance, 


clarification, explanation or counseling as CAS in its professional opinion deems 


necessary or advisable, refusal to reasonably comply may result in termination of 


adoption proceedings or such other actions as may be necessary or advisable to protect 


the best interests of the minor child. 


7. Family further acknowledges that the approval and recommendation of family for the 


placement of a child involves may different considerations, including, but not limited to 


the physical and mental health of the child and of the family and the motivation 


readiness, suitability and financial ability of the family and the family’s preparedness to 


parent a child with a different racial, cultural, or socioeconomic background.  If any of 


these factors should change or if any other factor should change that CAS in its 


professional judgment considers being material in the placement of a child with Family, 


then it will be necessary to update the home study to take such factors into consideration. 


8. CAS requires Post Placement Supervision for all families that have a child placed with 


the family.  Family agrees to abide by the requirements of CAS, the state of North 


Carolina, and the county from which the child is placed for post placement supervision 


and will cooperate fully with post placement supervision requirements, including but not 


limited to: 


a. Immediately informing CAS when placement of a child occurs with the 


family;  







b. Having the child examined by a licensed physician at least once during the 


six (6) month post placement time period; 


  c. Arranging for at least two (2) post placement visits by CAS; and, 


  d. Provide CAS with all required medical reports, documents, information,  


post placement reports, photos, and all other documents or information 


reasonably required by CAS during the post placement period. 


Family understands and agrees that some foreign countries, other states, judges or other 


governmental agencies may require additional post placement visits or services, 


additional doctor visits, additional medical reports and other documentation and reports. 


In such event, family agrees to arrange for and pay for the same. 


9. Upon satisfactory completion of the post placement supervision requirements, CAS          


agrees to forward the written post placement report with any updates to other networking 


agencies, state and federal offices, family’s attorney and to any applicable foreign 


country or other appropriate place for the purpose of finalization of the adoption, as 


applicable.  


10. Family agrees to file a petition of adoption and to finalize the adoption in the North 


Carolina or other applicable court at the earliest allowable date and family agrees to send 


a copy of the final adoption decree to CAS upon entry of the adoption decree by the 


court. 


 


Assumption of Risks 


Family understands that there is risk in any adoption and that CAS in performing adoption 


services or any other services does not make any guarantees, concerning any aspect of the 


adoption process.  Family understands that the completion of this Adoption Services Agreement 


does not assure the placement of a child with family nor does it assure a successful outcome and 


family assumes all such risks. 


 


Every family adopting, especially from a foreign country, must understand the medical risks 


involved.  While all information made available to CAS is given to the Family, there continues to 


be a risk of the following, but not limited to: undetected health problems, no immunizations, 


immunizations with expired serums or lack of receipt of the series, no Hepatitis B, TB, or HIV 


blood tests (or inaccuracies thereof), age and size discrepancies, malnutrition, unknown family 


background and social history, change of child’s health and no additional medical information 


following initial referral.  Many medical tests for young children are unreliable at best; some 


tests may have a built in time-delay factor or exhibit a false-negative or false-positive response; 


and the medical and/or social status of the child is based upon available information.  Further 


complicating this issue is the problematic state of the various countries’ medical systems, in 


terms of both technical proficiency and education. Because of the wide variance and disparity 


throughout the world, the accuracy of medical diagnosis can be neither guaranteed nor 


discounted in anyway.  Family understands that the family’s child could possibly arrive with 


undiagnosed physical, emotional and/or developmental problems. 


 


Informational Inaccuracies 


In some adoptions, another entity or government authority may be providing the child’s referral 


information.  Such child referral entity may furnish to Family medical and social information. 


CAS may also furnish to family medical and social information (provided by entity) about an 







adoptive placement.  When such information is provided, however, CAS does not guarantee the 


completeness or the accuracy of the information.  Family assumes all such risks. 


 


Other Risks 


In an international adoption, typically, a child is matched with a family by the foreign 


government or the networking entity working in a particular country. All information received by 


CAS regarding the child’s eligibility for international placement is immediately given to the 


waiting family or comes directly to the family from the other entity.   In some instances, the 


referral may be lost or withdrawn prior to the placement, due to a change or decline of health of 


the child, death of the child, changing government laws or removal of the child from the 


orphanage by the government or extended birth family.  In most cases the child matched or 


assigned to family will be the family’s child, but it is important to understand the risks and 


family agrees to assume such risks. 


 


Release of Liability 


Family hereby releases CAS and its directors, officers, employees and agents from all liability 


and all responsibility regarding the risks assumed by Family as above set out including the risk 


of an unsuccessful outcome of the adoption proceedings, all legal risks, all medical and social 


risks, all risks of informational inaccuracies and all other risks of any kind or nature.  Family 


hereby releases CAS and its directors, officers, employees and agents from any claim or claims 


arising out of the actions, inaction, errors or omissions committed by other organizations or 


entities involved in the family’s adoption process.   


 


Waiver of claims 


Family hereby waives any and all claims, which family may have now or have in the future 


against CAS and its directors, officers, employees and agents.  Family agrees to hold harmless 


CAS and it’s above described directors, officers and employees against any claims known or 


unknown, now existing or which exist in the future, which may arise out of this Adoption 


Services Agreement or the receipt of services from, or adoption through CAS. 


 


Christian Adoption Services, Inc. Independent from other Agents 


 Family understands that CAS is a licensed, child-placing organization.  The services provided 


by CAS are independent from the services of other child placement and referral agencies or 


organizations.  Additionally child referral agencies utilize foreign country entities, which may be 


independent and separate, both from Christian Adoption Services, Inc. and any other entity 


referenced herein are each acting independently, on behalf of family and each acts independently 


of the other, each as an agent for family. Family agrees in good faith, in advance, that all actions 


taken by each of the entities referenced herein shall be deemed to be taken at the request of 


family and with family’s authorization. 


 


Disruption/Dissolution of Adoptive Placement 


It is the right of any child in a disruption situation to receive full protection and services and to 


be deemed as the primary client by CAS and Family. 


 


Upon finalization of an adoption the adoptive child acquires all the rights, privileges and 


immunities of a child born to Family and Family has all the responsibilities, legal obligations and 







duties to the child the same as though the child were born to the Family in childbirth. Family 


understands that in most international adoptions, finalization of the adoption occurs in the 


foreign country and all of the legal rights and duties of parent and child are created before 


leaving the foreign country. 


 


In situations where the adoption has not been finalized CAS will attempt to assist the family in 


arranging for supportive services to the child and family, and in those cases where it is in the best 


interest of the minor child, CAS will assist in locating and arranging for a new adoptive 


placement when possible.  The agency or government authority holding legal custody of the 


child will be notified immediately by CAS.  The agency or authority holding legal custody of the 


child will have full authority over the child to remove, place or return the child to their previous 


orphanage. 


 


In either case, Family is responsible and shall assume full responsibility for any such services 


and for placement of the child, promptly paying or arranging for payment of all expenses 


incurred meeting the child’s needs as well as placing the child in another adoptive home, or in 


foster care, and in following the requirements of the local state and foreign country regarding the 


care and disposition of the child. 


 


While CAS will assist Family and child(ren) through this time, it is understood that CAS will not 


take physical or legal custody of the child(ren) and future placement may weigh heavily on the 


family, exactly as it would if this were a biological child(ren). Family assumes all risks and 


financial and emotional obligations in the event of a disruption. 


 


Travel Time/Expenses Estimates 


Estimates for length of travel and stay in a foreign country or another state and estimates of costs 


and expenses when given by CAS are given to the best of CAS’s understanding based on 


previous experience.  Travel time can be extended for a number of reasons such as strikes in the 


foreign governments, illness and schedules of government employees such as judges and social 


workers, holidays, requirements  imposed by the courts, etc.  The number of trips could be 


increased due to the foregoing or other unanticipated conditions.  A Family’s financial resources 


should be sufficient to cover additional trips and extended stays if necessary.  Family 


acknowledges that CAS is not responsible for any travel expenses of family and family assumes 


all risks and expenses of travel. 


 


Clients Financial Responsibility 


Family understands that all adoption expenses and all other expenses of any kind or nature 


incurred by Family or in Family’s behalf are the responsibility of the Fmaily and not the 


responsibility of CAS. 


 


Accuracy of Information Provided by Family and CAS 


CAS’s commitment is to disclose all information that the agency has, as acquired, allowing you 


to make the most informed decision possible. CAS will try to obtain as much information as 


possibly but you should understand that the information available to us may be very limited, 


incomplete or erroneous. 


 







  


Family states that all information and data heretofore provided by Family and all information to 


be provided during all aspects of the performance of this Adoption Service Agreement are and 


will be true, accurate, and complete to the best of the knowledge of each member of the Family.  


Withholding criminal or mental health information or providing false information to CAS 


representatives may result in immediate termination of services. 


 


Disclosure of Information 


Family grants CAS permission to disclose to third parties such information provided by Family 


as CAS deems necessary for the performance of services to Family; and further grants as a 


release, waiver and indemnification, permission to third parties to disclose to CAS such 


information provided by Family to such third parties, as CAS deems necessary for the 


performance of its adoption services.  Family agrees to sign the CAS Release of Information 


form or similar disclosure form to be used in connection with disclosures of information by and 


to CAS. 


 


Authorization to Release Adoption Documents 


Family authorizes CAS to release home study, supporting documents, dossier documents, post 


placement reports, profiles or any other document, to USA and Foreign government offices, 


other child placing agencies or attorneys charged with assisting in the completion of the 


adoption, including US Immigration and Citizenship Service, ICPC, or any other official needing 


the aforementioned to complete or supervise the adoption. 


 


Confidentiality 


Clients’ files are kept strictly confidential except when information is provided to referral 


agencies, foreign countries, and courts, to federal, state and local government agencies and as 


otherwise set out in this Adoption Service Agreement. CAS will keep client files and information 


confidential except as required by law.  


 


Termination of Agreement 


CAS has the right to terminate the adoption services for cause at any time, based upon CAS’s 


processional assessment. In the event such termination by CAS, all fees then payable to CAS for 


services rendered and expenses incurred on Family’s behalf shall be promptly paid in full.  The 


Family has the right to terminate the adoption services at any time; however, CAS will make no 


refunds of any fees or expenses of any kind or nature incurred by Family. 


 


Entire Agreement/Merger 


This agreement constitutes the entire Adoption Services Agreement between the parties, and 


there are no representations, warranties or commitments except as set forth herein.  This 


Agreement supplements, merges and supersedes all prior or contemporaneous agreements, 


understandings, negotiations and discussions, whether written or oral, of the parties hereto, 


relating to the transactions contemplated by this Adoption Services Agreement. 


 


 


 


 







 


Waiver/ Subsequent enforcement 


The failure to either party to enforce any provision of this agreement shall not be construed as a 


waiver or limitation of that party’s right to subsequently enforce and compel strict compliance 


with every provision of this agreement. 


 


No Non Party Beneficiary 


None of the provisions of this agreement are intended to nor shall be construed to, confer upon or 


to give any person other than the parties hereto, or their heirs, successors or assigns, any rights or 


remedies under, or by reason of this agreement. 


 


Modifications 


This agreement may be supplemented, modified or amended, if the supplement, modification or 


amendment is made in writing, dated, and is signed by all parties. 


 


North Carolina Law Applies to Agreement 


This agreement and any addenda, or further terms essential to the performance of this agreement 


are made and shall be performed and construed under the laws of the state of North Carolina. 


 


Applications with Other Agencies 


By signing this document, the family agrees to work exclusively with Christian Adoption 


Services, Inc. for adoption services. Should the family choose to pursue adoption with another 


agency this agreement can be terminated at any time by submitting a written request to Christian 


Adoption Services requesting their CAS file be closed. Failure to comply with this policy will 


result in the termination of the CAS Service Agreement.  


 


 


 


__________________________________             _______________________________ 


Adoptive Mother                              Date  Adoptive Father                          Date 


 


 
__________________________________ 


Agency Representative                   Date 








 
 
 
 
 
 


Christian Adoption Services, Inc. 
 
 
 
 
 


SAMPLE PLACEMENT DOCUEMENTS 
 


Including: 
 


• SAMPLE Statement of Acceptance 
• SAMPLE Adoption Agreement (Open Adoption) 
• SAMPLE Adoption Agreement (Closed 


Adoption) 








APPLICANT'S NAM E:                                                                              DATE:                                 


YOUR POSSIBLE ACCEPTANCE OF A CHILD W ITH SPECIAL M EDICAL OR DEVELOPM ENTAL NEEDS


YES PO SSIBL NO


1. Birthmark ,          -on visible part of body
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . -requires surgical removal


____
____


____
____


____
____


2. Blood disorders . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ____ ____ ____


3. Cerebral palsy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ____ ____ ____


4. Child with missing limb . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ____ ____ ____


5. Congenital hip defect . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ____ ____ ____


7. Birthmom tests HIV positive, child’s 
prognosis unknown . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ____ ____ ____


8. Child known at referral to have Hepatitis B
carrier status . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ____ ____ ____


9. Child needing sex change surgery
 due to injury or birth defect . . . . . . . . . . . . ____ ____ ____


10. Cleft, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -lip
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -palate
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -lip / palate


____
____
____


____
____
____


____
____
____


11. Cystic fibrosis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ____ ____ ____


12. Downs Syndrome . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ____ ____ ____


13. Dwarfism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ____ ____ ____


14. Family background of child,                  


 - p  a  r e nt w ith disgnosed mental i l lness   


 -family history of medical problems


 -parent diagnosed as schizophrenic


____
____
____


____
____
____


____
____
____


15. Emotional problems, mom . . . . . . . . -mild
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -severe


____
____


____
____


____
____


16. Hearing, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -partial hearing
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -totally deaf


____
____


_


____
_____


____
____


17. Heart defect, . . . . . . . . . . -minor (murmur)
. . . . . . -major (requires open heart surgery)


____
____


____
____


____
____


18. Hemophilia (bleeder) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ____ ____ ____


19. Kidney malfunction, . . . . . . . . . . . . . -mild


. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -severe


____
____


____
____


____
____


YES PO SSIBL NO


20. Malformations, . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  -club feet
. . . . . . . . . .  -webbing or fingers and/or toes
. . . . . . . .  -partially formed or missing limbs
. . . . . . . . . . . . . -missing or malformed ears
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -missing fingers or toes


____
____
____
____
____


____
____
____
____
____


____
____
____
____
____


21. Newborns: low Apgar score,
 prognosis uncertain . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ____ ____ ____


22. Open to discussing genetic problems . . . . . ____ ____ ____


23. Open to multiple births . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ____ ____ ____


24. Seizure disorder (epilepsy), birthmom ____ ____ ____


25. Premature (low birth weight)
                          26-30 weeks


31-36 weeks
____
____


____
____


____
____


26. Sickle cell anemia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ____ ____ ____


27. Spina bifida, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ____ ____ ____


28. Newborns, birthmom exposure to drugs
                                                      alcohol


tobacco   
  


____
____
____


____
____
____


____
____
____


29. Vision, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -totally blind
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . -strabismus (crossed eyes)


____
____


____
____


____
____


OTHER CONDITIONS OR COMMENTS:
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February 12, 1998 info\STEP_DET.INT 


 DETAILED STEPS TO ADOPT DOMESTICALLY 


For those who reside Out of State 


I. Pre-adoption Requirements 


 


A. Review and have clarified any issues of concern on requirements or adoption procedures in 
coordinating through CAS 


 
 B. Complete and return to CAS: 


1. Preliminary Application for Adoption 
2. Filing Fee 
3. Statements of Faith 
4. CAS Agreement 
5. 2 Snapshots of Applicants 
6. 2 Snapshots of Applicant's Home 


7. Signed Agreement 


 


II. Complete adoption Home Study with a local licensed adoption agency.  


 


III. Preparation for Placement 


 


  A.  Develop photo album (see guidelines in the formal application) 


  B.  Write letter to the expecting parent (s) 


 


IV. Placement Procedure 


 


  A. Meet with the expecting parent(s) if they so desire 


  B.  Review social and medical history of the child 


  C.  Review CAS Placement Agreement 


 


V. Postplacement Procedure 


  A.  Participate in family visits with your social worker after placement 


  B.  Send letters, pictures and updates to the agency or birthparent(s) 


  C.  Engage in court finalization proceedings 


 








                          Adoptive Father  


 


STATEMENT OF FAITH 


 


 


 All individuals who file an application for adoption with Christian Adoption Services, 


Inc. should have a clear understanding of the values which this agency places in Christianity. It 


was with fervent prayer that this agency was established, and it is only such that the challenge 


and goal to bring children into Christian families will be accomplished. 


 


 Christian leadership in a family is considered vital to the success of each of its family 


members. The primary role of a child's Christian training is not the responsibility of "the 


church", but rather that of his or her parents. Consequently, it is important to know from each 


applicant;   


1. when you accepted Jesus Christ as your personal Savior 


2. relationship with Jesus Christ  


3. personal religious beliefs 


4. values    


5. your attendance and involvement in the church  


6. your plans in training your child in the basic Christian philosophy as stated by the 


Apostles' Creed. 


 


 Each prospective adoptive parent should submit his/her personal statement of faith by 


addressing the issues identified above. Through your statement, you and our staff workers will 


have a clear sense of where you are in your spiritual walk. 
 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 







 
                          Adoptive Mother  


 


STATEMENT OF FAITH 


 


 


 All individuals who file an application for adoption with Christian Adoption Services, 


Inc. should have a clear understanding of the values which this agency places in Christianity. It 


was with fervent prayer that this agency was established, and it is only such that the challenge 


and goal to bring children into Christian families will be accomplished. 


 


 Christian leadership in a family is considered vital to the success of each of its family 


members. The primary role of a child's Christian training is not the responsibility of "the 


church", but rather that of his or her parents. Consequently, it is important to know from each 


applicant;   


1.when you accepted Jesus Christ as your personal Savior 


2. relationship with Jesus Christ  


3. personal religious beliefs 


4. values    


5. your attendance and involvement in the church  


6. your plans in training your child in the basic Christian philosophy as stated by the 


Apostles' Creed. 


 


 Each prospective adoptive parent should submit his/her personal statement of faith by 


addressing the issues identified above. Through your statement, you and our staff workers will 


have a clear sense of where you are in your spiritual walk. 
 


 








Suggested list of ideas for your 
Photo Album 


 
Some important ideas to remember when creating your photo album that will 
be shown to mothers, fathers and extended family members who are involved: 
 
1.  You want to give them information about your family but not in long 
paragraphs.  Letters that are long and with small font are never read.  Break 
the letter up throughout your album and have readable sized font. 
 
2.  Tell them why you are looking to adopt a child.  Why would you like to 
add a child to your family?  What have you gone through to be a family?  On 
the same token that you will never fully understand where they are coming 
from, they will never fully understand where you are coming from. 
 
3.  What sets your family apart from others and why should a family chose 
you for their child? 
 
4.  Answer the who, what, when, where and why questions to every photo and 
event in your album.  Do NOT assume that they what is going on and who is 
the picture.   
 
5.  Remember that your book tells a story so you need to put your photos in a 
chronological sequence of when they happened in your life (we met, we 
married, we bought a home, etc.). 
 
6.  MAKE SURE THAT YOUR SPELLING IS CORRECT!  I have seen so 
many mothers/fathers completely put down an album with one misspelled 
word. 
 
7.  Note that no identifying information can be placed in your album (last 
name, town where you live, etc.). 
 
8.  The first picture in the album should be a recent, up-close photo of your 
family including the first names of the family. 
 







9.  The mother/father should then flip the page and start reading more about 
you, your family situation, and your desire to adopt.  NEVER address the 
letter as “Dear Birth Mother/Father” as they ARE NOT BIRTH PARENTS 
UNTIL THEY HAVE RELEASED A CHILD FOR ADOPTION.  This is 
very offensive to many mothers/fathers.   
 
10.  The birth family NEVER “gives up or gives away” their child for 
adoption.  Rather they make a conscious plan for their child and choose to 
RELEASE their son/daughter for adoption. 
 
Here is a list of some themes you might want to use in your album.  
Remember to use your imagination and to be colorful and creative.  This is 
only a suggested list and a place to start.  Personalize your album to your 
unique family situation. 
*How you met, married, bought a home, went to school, made a life together 
*Adoptive Parents (ages, education, work, military service etc.) 
*Children already in the home 
*Pets 
*Family gatherings (holiday traditions that a child would be a part of) 
*Vacations that you have been on 
*Home (inside and outside pictures) 
*Your neighborhood 
*Religious Activities (what are you involved in at church, your denomination) 
*Family background/heritage  
*Baby’s Nursery 
 
We are now REQUIRING that all families do their albums online at 
Snapfish, Shutterfly, or MyPublisher.com.  You will need to make an 8.5” by 
11” album that will run about $30 apiece.  These albums are lightweight and 
easy for us to mail and it will provide a more uniform look in the albums. 
 


Once you have completed your album (or if you have a question along the 
way) please email it to us at Pregnant@ChristianAdopt.org and we will review 
it for corrections.  Once reviewed you will then be asked to make 2 copies for 
the agency (one will stay in your permanent file here at CAS and the other will 
be returned to you). 


Also once your homestudy has been completed you will receive a letter from 
CAS telling you how to get on the agency website and be listed as a waiting 
family. 



mailto:Pregnant@ChristianAdopt.org






Support Documents Needed for Domestic Adoptions 
Out-of-State Residents 


 
 CAS Application for Adoption  
 One (1) set of snapshots of the applicants, their families, and their home 
 Signed CAS Agreement (retain one copy for your records) 
 Consent Form 
 Individual Service Plan (retain one copy for your records) 
 Bank Statement-on letterhead in which the financial institution gives the following 


details regarding the current accounts 
o Date account was opened 
o Present balance 


 
The following items should have been furnished to your direct service agency in support of the 
home study. Please ask this agency to forward the following information to CAS: 
 


 Each Applicant’s Statement of Faith 
 
 Medical Examination Reports 


o All Adult Members of the Household over 18 years of age 
-to be recent (within eighteen months of the home study). 


o All Minor Children 
(There are no medical forms for minor children in the family. A statement 
from a pediatrician is needed verifying the status of the child's health, that 
he or she is free of communicable disease, specific illness or disabilities 
which may pose a significant risk of transmission in the home and the date 
of the child’s last visit.) 
 


 Criminal Record Check from county Superior Court for each member of household aged 
18 or older 


 
 Copy of Original Birth Certificates for Each Parent 


 
 Certified copy of Marriage Certificate 


 
 Certified copy of Divorce Decree or Death Certificate, if applicable 


 
 Applicant’s Most Recent Federal Income Tax Return (Form 1040/1040A-first two pages 


only) 
 


 Employment Statements, preferably on business stationery indicating 
 


o Date and nature of employment 
o Salary paid 
o Whether position is temporary or permanent 


 
 Letter from Insurance Company printed on letterhead or copy of policy manual stating 


that medical coverage will be provided to adopted child at the time of placement 
 
 Three (3) Reference Letters  








                                   Writing a Letter to a Potential Birthparent 
 
As a birthmother, I have never faced the difficult task of writing a Dear Birthmother Letter. I can 
only imagine how daunting it is to try to describe your entire life in one short letter, all in the 
hopes of connecting with an expectant woman you’ve never met. 
 
But though I’ve never written a Dear Birthmother Letter, over the past year and a half I have 
critiqued numerous letters and given feedback to prospective adoptive parents on theirs. In all 
this critiquing, I’ve found that there are some similarities among great letters, and, likewise, 
some common mistakes among the mediocre ones.  
 
I hope this article helps you avoid those mistakes. Remember, the most important thing is to 
write genuinely and with integrity. If one of these suggestions feels wrong to you, don’t use it. 
Your letter should be a reflection of you. That being said, here are my suggestions, as a 
birthmother: 
 
The greeting...  
I strongly recommend not using "Dear Birthmother" or "Dear Birthparent." Although many 
people do use this greeting and have no problems getting chosen, I feel it reduces your chances. 
No one is offended by a simple "Hi" or "Hello," whereas some expectant women are 
uncomfortable with "Dear Birthmother."  
 
The reason is simple: a woman is not a birthmother until after her parental rights are terminated. 
Until a woman gives birth and places her child, she is simply an expectant mother, like any other 
pregnant woman. 
 
Personally my insides churned reading profiles addressed to "birthmothers." I was very aware of 
the fact that I was not a birthmother yet, and reading a letter addressed to a birthmother made me 
feel the letter wasn't really for me--it created a distance right off the bat. Also, I felt that it was 
presumptuous of someone to think that just because I was looking at profiles, I would definitely 
place. I went to the adoption agency with the attitude that if I couldn't find the right parents, I'd 
keep my baby. Maybe that is the wrong attitude, but it's how I felt.... I wouldn't commit to 
adoption in general, but I would commit to a specific couple. So the implied presumption (that 
exists in the "Dear Birthmother" greeting) that I would definitely place rubbed me all wrong.  
 
Preaching... 
I've noticed that quite a few potential adoptive parents say things like, "You can depend on God 
during this difficult time." While I understand that the potential adoptive parents believe this is 
true, I also strongly discourage this. I am not opposed to all statements about God.... If you want 
to include something like this, just word it differently: "We hope that God will grant you some 
peace as you make your decision." Something like that. Do you see the difference??? It's like... if 







you have been through infertility, did you ever get people telling you to just pray harder, or just 
depend on God and it will happen, etc? Did it drive you nuts? It's the same thing.  
 
The preachiness factor is a problem for three reasons: one, it assumes the potential birthmom is a 
Christian (a good bet in a Christian agency, but not always the case--and even if she is, she may 
be struggling with her faith and may feel that she cannot depend on God at that moment); two, it 
diminishes the complexity of her feelings by suggesting there is this simple solution to her 
problems--"trust God and everything will be fine"; and three, potential birthmoms do not read 
profiles for advice. We read them to help us pick a family for our children.  
 
Showing some compassion...  
That's not to say, though, that you shouldn't acknowledge the difficult emotions the expectant 
woman reading your profile is having. Just don't offer advice on how to cope with it; and don't 
say you know what she's feeling. (I'd outright throw down any profile that said "We know how 
hard this must be for you.") Instead, try something along the lines of "We can't imagine how 
much hurt you must feel as you consider adoption, but we are praying for you."  
 
Describing yourselves as a couple...  
My very favorite profiles are always the ones in which the hubby describes the wife, and the wife 
describes the hubby. This eliminates the awkwardness of you trying to praise yourself; it sets up 
a nice conversational, personal tone; and it shows that both of you are equally involved in the 
adoption process. It also inherently reflects well on your marriage, when your hubby can fill a 
paragraph with wonderful thoughts about you, and vice versa.  
 
To take this one step further, if you can illustrate what you say about each other with concrete 
examples, do so. This is just a cornerstone of good writing in general. For example, don't just 
say: 


 
"My hubby Jake is a generous person." 


 
Instead, say that and follow up with:  


"Last winter we were walking around New York City, enjoying the sights and sounds of the city at 
Christmas. We passed a man with no coat on the street. Jake took his coat off and wrapped it around 


his shoulders immediately, and spent the rest of our trip shivering happily."  
 
(Okay, so maybe that's over the top, but it's just an example--the idea is, give a concrete example to 
back up what you say.)  
 
If you are single, you obviously can’t take this back-and-forth approach to describing yourself! 
That’s okay. There are many successful letters that do not incorporate this technique. If you want to 
avoid the appearance of praising yourself, you can consider saying, "My friends describe me as 







generous, kind, helpful, a star athlete, a superb cook, the most intelligent person on the planet, and 
second only to Mother Teresa in my acts of charity." (Well, maybe not quite like that! But you get 
the idea!) 
 
Style 
Keep in mind that you should always write, as much as possible, in the active voice. Show some 
excitement in your letter! If you love vacationing with your family at the shore every summer, don’t 
say, 


 
"Our beach trips as a family are something we look forward 


to every summer. The fun we have at the shore brings us 
closer together." 


 
Instead, say,  


"We love vacationing together as a family. Every summer we pack up the car and travel to Ocean 
City. We splash in the water, build towering sand castles, and eat ice cream every day for lunch. Our 
son, Nathan, is excited about someday bringing a sibling along and teaching him or her how to catch 


sand crabs." 
 
See how much more enthusiasm there is in the second paragraph? And how much better a glimpse of 
your life it offers? Yet it communicates the same point: you spend time together as a family and 
know how to have fun together. 
 
Showcasing your possessions 
All I can tell you about this is, don’t do it. If you live in mansion, have a yacht, take yearly vacations 
abroad, own four luxury cars, and make six or seven figures a year, that is fine. But don’t broadcast 
it. Material possessions are not what is important to most potential birthmothers, and listing yours 
can only serve as a turn-off to the woman reading your letter.  
 
Desperation...  
Last piece of advice I can offer is to say, for your own sake, please don't let any hint of desperation 
come through in your profile. Never say--not in your profile, not in your conversation with any 
potential birthmothers--that you need a baby.  
 
It sounds harsh, but I just stopped reading any profile that smacked of desperation.  
 
I hope this helps you as you write your letter. There is no one right way to write a good Dear 
Birthmother Letter - every letter should be unique. But the above suggestions offer a good starting 
point for you in making your letter honest, and informative... and respectful. 
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CHRISTIAN ADOPTION SERVICES, INC.
S     A     M     P     L      E                -         C     L     O     S     E     D           A     D     O     P     T     I     O     N 


ADOPTION PLACEMENT AGREEMENT


Name of Child: Baby  Jones Adoptive Family’s Name for Child:


Date of Birth: DOB Placement Date: DOP


We, the adoptive parents, understand that Christian Adoption Services, Inc. in accepting us for placement, expresses its
confidence in our ability to meet the needs of a child and to cooperate with the agency.


Payment  


We understand that payment for agency services and the placement is due at this time unless a special agreement has been
decided upon between the agency and us.


 Should we decide not to proceed with our adoption plan after having accepted the child, we understand that we still are
financially responsible for the balance of the unpaid placement fee.


We understand and agree that in the case that we choose to terminate the adoptive placement, all monies paid to Christian
Adoption Services, Inc. are nonrefundable.


Agency Custody


 We understand and agree that Christian Adoption Services, Inc. will hold custody of the child in placement until the adoption
is finalized under our state law.  We understand and agree that CAS has the right to remove the child if, in its sole discretion, the
agency determines that it is in the best interest of the child to do so prior to the completion of the adoption.


Postplacement Supervision


 We understand and agree that a representative of AGENCY will provide appropriate  Postplacement services to our child and
us.


Frequency of Supervision


 The child and family will be seen within two weeks of the placement,in the third month and in the sixth month.  Frequency of
visits thereafter will be determined by CAS according to the child's and the family's needs, for example, legal risk placements.


Probationary Period


We understand and agree that this placement is to be considered probationary for a period of at least six months or until the
adoption is finalized, whichever comes first, during which AGENCY will provide postplacement supervision.  Finalization of the
adoption should occur within this probationary period unless there are extenuating circumstances, such as, legal risk placements,
those waiting for adoption assistance approval, etc.


We understand and agree that by the end of the probationary period, a decision must be made by CAS as to whether or not to
grant final consent for the adoption of our child.  The decision will be based on the following factors:


!  The physical and emotional adjustment of the child.


!  The capacity of the adoptive parents to assume the role of the parents in respect to the needs of the child.


Deliverables to CAS


Monthly Postplacement Questionnaires to CAS


We agree to complete and send monthly Postplacement Questionnaires to CAS for the first six months and bimonthly
(every other month) for the next eighteen months until a total of fifteen such questionnaires have been received by CAS.
Failure to comply with these terms can result in a delay in the finalization of your adoption.  
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Letters to the Birth Parents


In consideration of the common needs of the birth parents, we also agree to write letters to the birth mother/father in which
we will personally describe the child's growth, development, and interaction in the family. When writing letters to our birth
mother, we will personalize the letter beginning it with Dear _______. The letters are to be sent to CAS, which will forward
these letters to the birth parents. We will send these letters according to the following schedule:


Time Since Placement Schedule


1  year monthly (total of twelve letters)st


2  year every two months (total of six letters)nd


3  year every three months (total of four letters)rd


4  - 18  years a  letter summarizing the child’s year long progress to theth th


birthmother/birthparents around the child’s birthday


The Postplacement Questionnaires may be helpful in writing the letter.


Monthly Photographs for Birth Parents and CAS


We agree to submit to CAS sets of photographs containing ten photographs (fourteen photos if communicating with birth
father as well) as outlined below:


Birth Mother CAS Birth Father **


6 photographs of the child 3 photographs of the child 4 photographs of the child


1 photograph of child with family


** Photos for the birth father are required only if communication with the birth father has been requested and agreed upon. 


Additional photos are always appreciated. These sets of photographs are to be sent to CAS according to the following schedule:


Time Since Placement Schedule


1  year monthly (total of twelve sets of photographs)st


2  year every two months (total of six sets of photographs)nd


3  year every three months (total of four sets of photographs)rd


4  - 18  years a large packet of photos of this child around the child’sth th


birthday


(The photographs should be a minimum of 4x6 or larger in size. Digital photos are acceptable only when printed on photographic
quality paper.  The child’s image should fill most of the frame of the photograph and should be a full frontal view so the child is
clearly visible.  Additional photographs which include family members during special events, are always appreciated, but do not
satisfy the need for photos of the child by themselves.  One copy of supplementary photographs is sufficient.)


Postplacement Questionnaires, letters to the birth parents, and photographs should be mailed so they are received by CAS before
the end of the month. 


Letter and Photographs for Birth Mother Retreat


Once a year CAS sponsors a birth mother retreat. If our birth mother plans to attend the retreat, we will provide to CAS a letter,
photos and/or a video of our child to be presented to the birth mother at the retreat.  
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Notification of Events to CAS


We also agree as follows:


!  If for any reason we cannot parent the child or properly care for this child, we will notify CAS immediately.


        ! We will not take the child outside our state of residence within the first twelve days of placement.


!  Until the adoption is finalized, we will not take the child outside our state of residence for more than seven days without
notifying CAS.


!  We will notify CAS if any surgery is needed for our child.


!  We will immediately notify CAS of any change of our address, phone number, any change in the membership of our
family or any other significant change in our family.


Care for Adopted Child


!  We will not consider taking another child into our home until this child has been legally adopted by us.


! Only the adoptive parents and grandparents will be allowed to hold the child for the first ten days after placement. 


!  We agree to place our child under the care of a physician and to have all immunizations recommended.


! We are responsible for obtaining medical insurance coverage for this child and coverage should begin at placement. We
understand that Medicaid coverage, if applicable, terminates at placement. 


!  We will procure and consistently use an approved car seat when our child is traveling by car, in accordance with our
State regulations concerning this matter.


Petition for Adoption


Filing the petition for adoption in a timely manner is crucial thus we agree as follows: 


! To provide the full name of our child to CAS no later than 24 hours prior to placement.


! To sign and notarize the petition for adoption at placement.


Failure to comply with the above requirements regarding the Petition for Adoption will delay the filing of this document
and could lead to the possibility of a contested adoption. Legal fees incurred due to a delayed filing of this document
will become the responsibility of the adoptive parents. 


Non-Residents of North Carolina


!  We understand and agree that we will not begin legal proceedings for the finalization of our child without the agency’s
awareness. 


!  We understand and agree that we will submit to CAS a photocopy of the Decree of Adoption. 


Adoptive Father Date CAS Representative Date 


Adoptive Mother Date
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CHRISTIAN ADOPTION SERVICES, INC.
S     A     M     P     L      E                -         O        P       E       N              A     D     O     P     T     I     O     N 


ADOPTION PLACEMENT AGREEMENT


Name of Child: Baby  Jones Adoptive Family’s Name for Child:


Date of Birth: DOB Placement Date: DOP


We, the adoptive parents, understand that Christian Adoption Services, Inc. in accepting us for placement, expresses its
confidence in our ability to meet the needs of a child and to cooperate with the agency.


Payment  


We understand that payment for agency services and the placement is due at this time unless a special agreement has been
decided upon between the agency and us.


 Should we decide not to proceed with our adoption plan after having accepted the child, we understand that we still are
financially responsible for the balance of the unpaid placement fee.


We understand and agree that in the case that we choose to terminate the adoptive placement, all monies paid to Christian
Adoption Services, Inc. are nonrefundable.


Agency Custody


 We understand and agree that Christian Adoption Services, Inc. will hold custody of the child in placement until the adoption
is finalized under our state law.  We understand and agree that CAS has the right to remove the child if, in its sole discretion, the
agency determines that it is in the best interest of the child to do so prior to the completion of the adoption.


Postplacement Supervision


 We understand and agree that a representative of AGENCY will provide appropriate  Postplacement services to our child and
us.


Frequency of Supervision


 The child and family will be seen within two weeks of the placement,in the third month and in the sixth month.  Frequency of
visits after six months will be every other month until termination of parental rights. 


Probationary Period


We understand and agree that this placement is to be considered probationary for a period of at least six months or until the
adoption is finalized, whichever comes first, during which AGENCY will provide postplacement supervision.  Finalization of the
adoption should occur within this probationary period unless there are extenuating circumstances, such as, legal risk placements,
those waiting for adoption assistance approval, etc.


We understand and agree that by the end of the probationary period, a decision must be made by CAS as to whether or not to
grant final consent for the adoption of our child.  The decision will be based on the following factors:


!  The physical and emotional adjustment of the child.


!  The capacity of the adoptive parents to assume the role of the parents in respect to the needs of the child.


Deliverables to CAS


Monthly Postplacement Questionnaires to CAS


We agree to complete and send monthly Postplacement Questionnaires to CAS for the first six months and bimonthly
(every other month) for the next eighteen months until a total of fifteen such questionnaires have been received by CAS.
Failure to comply with these terms can result in a delay in the finalization of your adoption.  
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Letters to the Birth Parents


In consideration of the common needs of the birth parents, we also agree to write letters to the birth mother/father in
accordance with a mutually agreed upon schedule. A copy of these letters should be forwarded to CAS for documentation
purposes. These letters will describe the child's growth, development, and interaction in the family. When writing letters to
our birth mother, we will personalize the letter beginning it with Dear _______. At a minimum, we will send letters according
to the following schedule:


Time Since Placement Schedule


1  - 18  years a  letter summarizing the child’s year long progress to thest th


birthmother/birthparents around the child’s birthday


The Postplacement Questionnaires may be helpful in writing the letter.


Monthly Photographs for Birth Parents and CAS


We agree to send photos to the birth mother in accordance with the mutually agreed upon schedule. We further agree to
submit to CAS sets of photos containing four photographs (eight photos if communicating with birth father through the
agency) as outlined below:


CAS Birth Father **


3 photographs of the child 4 photographs of the child


1 photograph of child with family


** Photos for the birth father are required only if communication with the birth father has been requested and agreed upon. 


Additional photos are always appreciated. These sets of photographs are to be sent to CAS according to the following schedule:


Time Since Placement Schedule


1  year monthly (total of twelve sets of photographs)st


2  year every two months (total of six sets of photographs)nd


3  year every three months (total of four sets of photographs)rd


4  - 18  years a large packet of photos of this child around the child’sth th


birthday


(The photographs should be a minimum of 4x6 or larger in size. Digital photos are acceptable only when printed on photographic
quality paper.  The child’s image should fill most of the frame of the photograph and should be a full frontal view so the child is
clearly visible.  Additional photographs which include family members during special events, are always appreciated, but do not
satisfy the need for photos of the child by themselves.  One copy of supplementary photographs is sufficient.)


Postplacement Questionnaires, copies of letters to the birth parents (if applicable), and photographs should be mailed so they
are received by CAS before the end of the month. 


Letter and Photographs for Birth Mother Retreat


Once a year CAS sponsors a birth mother retreat. If our birth mother plans to attend the retreat, we will provide to CAS a letter,
photos and/or a video of our child to be presented to the birth mother at the retreat.  
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Notification of Events to CAS


We also agree as follows:


! If for any reason we cannot parent the child or properly care for this child, we will notify CAS immediately.


        ! We will not take the child outside our state of residence within the first twelve days of placement.


!  Until the adoption is finalized, we will not take the child outside our state of residence for more than seven days without
notifying CAS.


!  We will notify CAS if any surgery is needed for our child.


!  We will immediately notify CAS of any change of our address, phone number, any change in the membership of our
family or any other significant change in our family.


Care for Adopted Child


!  We will not consider taking another child into our home until this child has been legally adopted by us.


! Only the adoptive parents and grandparents will be allowed to hold the child for the first ten days after placement. 


!  We agree to place our child under the care of a physician and to have all immunizations recommended.


! We are responsible for obtaining medical insurance coverage for this child and coverage should begin at placement. We
understand that Medicaid coverage, if applicable, terminates at placement. 


!  We will procure and consistently use an approved car seat when our child is traveling by car, in accordance with our
State regulations concerning this matter.


Petition for Adoption


Filing the petition for adoption in a timely manner is crucial thus we agree as follows: 


! To provide the full name of our child to CAS no later than 24 hours prior to placement.


! To sign and notarize the petition for adoption at placement.


Failure to comply with the above requirements regarding the Petition for Adoption will delay the filing of this document
and could lead to the possibility of a contested adoption. Legal fees incurred due to a delayed filing of this document
will become the responsibility of the adoptive parents. 


Non-Residents of North Carolina


!  We understand and agree that we will not begin legal proceedings for the finalization of our child without the agency’s
awareness. 


!  We understand and agree that we will submit to CAS a photocopy of the Decree of Adoption. 


Adoptive Father Date CAS Representative Date 


Adoptive Mother Date
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     SAMPLE     ONLY 
Each adoptive family’s situation at the actual time of the placement is 


unique and may vary from that of other adoptive families. Furthermore, 


changes in the North Carolina regulations regarding adoption may necessitate 


that the terms of the Statement of Acceptance be modified. The Statement of 


Acceptance for a particular adoptive family will reflect the unique nature of 


their situation at the time of placement.  


 


 


 


STATEMENT OF ACCEPTANCE 


 


We, Adoptive Father and Adoptive Mother, attest by our following signatures, our 


common desire to accept the referral of BABY Jones (Date of Birth: DOB) as our SON 


DAUGHTER.  In consideration of this fact, we engage Christian Adoption Services, Inc. (CAS) 


to intercede on our behalf in undertaking any and all steps that are necessary that will eventually 


lead to our finalizing BABY's adoption  


✦ in the state in which we reside. 


✦ in the Superior Court of Mecklenburg County.   


 


 In recognition of our acceptance of BABY and in accordance with CAS' Fee Schedule for 


the remainder of the fees and 


expenses that are associated with our adoption.   


 


 ✦In addition, it is estimated that there may be medical expenses for the birth mother and 


the circumcision of BABY. The birth mother medical expenses are estimated 


These will be billed to us for payment as they are incurred by CAS. Please note that bills for 


medical expenses can be received up to 18 months after delivery. ✦It is anticipated that there 


will be no birth mother medical expenses; however, should such arise these expenses will be 


billed to us for payment as they are incurred by the CAS. 


 


 We further understand that in the event of a disruption of the adoption plan by CAS or us, 


the adoptive parents, all payments made to CAS are nonrefundable. 
 


__________________________                  ____________________ 


Adoptive Father                                             Date 


 


 


__________________________                   ____________________ 


Adoptive Mother                                             Date 





